Family Programs 
Family Art Making Lesson Plan 


Teaching Artist Name: Hitoshi Shigeta 
Project Title: Angel Island Collage Scroll 
Date: January 21, 2023 

Program: Family Art Making 


Short introduction: Today is National Angel Island Day. We are making a collage in the form of a 
scroll using various images and writing and learning more about Angel Island in San Francisco Bay. 


Learning Goal: Participants pick a photocopy of one or more Chinese characters/phrases/poems 
from an old suitcase and combine them with other Angel Island images on the table to create a 
collage. The facilitators tell the participants the meaning and/or reading of the characters they chose. 
The collage is made on a long rectangular sheet of paper. It will be hung for display and rolled up 
with a string to carry around. This project aims to bring attention to the history of Angel Island. 


Key Words/Concepts: 
Collage, composition, contrast, immigration, immigrants, Chinese Exclusion Act 


Questions and/or Prompts: 


About the collage: 


How will you assemble these images on the background paper? 
Are you going to cut the images with scissors or tear it? 
What kind of composition is effective and striking for a collage? 


About the images and writing: 


Have you been to Angel Island? 

Did you know the history of the Immigration Station on the island? 

Why did you choose this character or the phrase from the suitcase? 

If you were in an unknown foreign land alone, away from your family, what kind of words or 
phrases would come to your mind? 

How do you think you would feel if you are confined in a room for a long time and don’t know 
if you could ever leave? 

What would you write on the wall if you were in such a room? 

How are you going to incorporate such words into your collage? 


Project description: 


1) 
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~~ 


Pick a character or phrase from the suitcase. 

On the work table, there are photocopies of images/writing and color paper. Cut or tear them 
and lay them out on the 5 x 16-inch black background paper. 

Use the background paper vertically and lay out the cut/torn images. The collage should be at 
the center, about 5 inches wide (the paper width) x 8 inches tall. Leave the top and the bottom 
of the background paper untouched. 

When satisfied with the layout, glue each piece to the background using a glue stick. 

You can add drawings or writing on the collage using color pencils. 

When the collage is done, flip the entire paper and place a paper straw at the top of the 
background paper. Roll the top 2 inches around the straw and glue it. 

Repeat the same process at the bottom of the background paper. Glue a straw from the back. 
Put a string through the top straw. Make sure the string is equal length out of the straw right 
and left side. 

Tie the string. Make sure to leave a long tail. 


10) Tie the end of the tail so that you can use it to roll up and secure the scroll. 


Notes: 


Make sure not to attach collage items at the top and bottom 3 inches of the background. 
Those areas are used to add straws so that you can hang the scroll on a wall. 

Putting the string through the straw and tying may be challenging for small children. They may 
need adult help, or you can leave the collage without straws or strings. 


Materials: 

Black construction paper, other color construction paper, printed images, printed writings, scissors, 
glue sticks, 9” paper straws (12 mm [0.47 inch] diameter), cotton twine, black tape, color pencils 
(earth tones, black/white), scissors, glue sticks 


Prep: 


Cut black construction paper into 5 x 18 inches TBD 


Print out Angel Island images and the Poets’ calligraphy for collage 
Cut off the pointy end of the paper straw. 

Cut the straw in half 

Cut the cotton twine (length TBD) 


Additional didactic materials: 
Angel Island historical photos and maps on the wall and in Wilsey Court 


Collection connections/context: 
Related images and information will be displayed at Wilsey Court 


